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PLIMMFRTON. BUSH: MOTUHARA ROAD

(an assessment and species liet)

‘ffbfﬁst of Motwhars Gully, Plimemsrion, representz s vigorous remnant of
.ne coastal forest wegetation that originelTy clothed the western slepes of

the Wellington Peninsuls,

Kokekohe and karsks are the main trees forming a canopy above the fertile

gully at approximately 13-15 metres. This forest is interesting for the number of
other species which also attain the canopy,(although not in abundance) these are,
rewarewa, hinzu, taws,mshoe,ngsio,titoki and a specimen of northern rata,

Beneath the carvcpy there is a shrub stratum arcund 2-3 metres dominated by kawakawa
but other broadleaf shrubs are alsc present; they sre rangicra,mahoe, hangehsnge,

and pigeonwood,

The forest floor is characterized by a very thin and patchy litter layer.

This is typical of the fertile mull soils under kohekohe forests, the rapidiy
decomposing Iitter is guickly incorporated into the topsoil and does not accumulsts.
The ferm flora of the gully is diverse and is the most important component of

the forest floor stratum,

This forest is capable of regenmerating itself; karskz and titokl seedlings

are sbundsnt on the forest floor. Kohekcohe seedlings and saplings are not

present, the lack of regenerating specimens of this species ig probably a

result of the closed canopy of the forest as kohekohe regeneration and invasion

is wigerous 1n other more open remmnants of coastal forest around the Wellington

ared.

Two plant records in the gully are of special intersst; Adiantum aethopicus
is & fern of very Ilimited distribution in the southerm half of the Neorth IsIland

and has only one other known record in the Wellington area. The record of

the climbing rata Mstrosideros colengel 1is the only one knowntc me on the

vestern side of the Wellington Peninsula.

The higher and drier slopes of the gully have besn cleared or burned over at
different timss, At the head of the gully there are very large kanukss which would



& ,;Etﬁfmore recent times & fire or clearance has occurred on the northern
i 46 of the gally. This area is now clad in ganoks scrub and will also regenerate
into ca®tsel broadleaved forest if protected from further damsge.

This forest possesses an intact canopy and wind damage inside the forest is
minimal., Any removal of cancpy trees will help to incrsase the destructive effectis
of the wind on forest trees. At present there are guite a large number of

adventive plants in the reserve. 01d Mans Beard - Clemalis vitalba and the

Scrambling Senecio - Senecioc mikanoides could present a problem 1f they are

alloved te seramble unchecked over the trees and shrubs at the periphery of the

forest. Both species can be kept in check by grubbing out the rootstocxs.

iny decrease in the size of this foresi will increase the vulnerability of the rarer
species in the forest to any disturbance . It is to be expected that some of

the rarer species in the forest may be lost,but if the forest continues to

remain in a healthy,viable state it will encourage the continuance of these

rarities and prowide an environment for new arrivals &lso.

As it stends this forest remnant is of both scientific and sesthetic value and

shoufd be retained in its present form as far as is possible.
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. sprubdbs i
yons BXcelsus  titoki
stotelia serrate wineberry
deilsc}m:edia tava tews
Brachyglottis repanda rangiorg
Copresma aericlata
C. =uzstiralis

C. repens taupata

C. robusts x C.propinqua
Cordyline australis cabbage tree
Carynocarpus laevigatus karaka
Cyathodes fasciculata minglimingd
' D’y:xOXlelE spectahile kohekohe

.r g T%.GOCS.I"DU_S dentatus hinswn
Genfostoma lingustrifolsium Hangehange
Gris#lines lwucidas puke ~-broadlezsf
Hebe stricta var., atkinsonii koromikeo

Ho arborea
7 Hedycarya arbarea pigeonwood
Hoheria populnez lacebark .
¥ EKnightia excelss rewzrews -native honeysuckle
¥ Leptospermem ericoides kamks
? L. scoparium Banukse
7 Macropiper excelsum kawakaua
=7 Melicope ternatsa wharangi
. i Mellcytus ramiflorus mahoe
Metrosideros’ robusta’ northern rats
?  Myoporum laectum , ngzio
P Jﬁ;jsine australis red matipo
Olearia paniculats
P Pennantia corymbosa kaikamake |
Pittosporum temuifolfum  black matipo (kehuks)
Pseudopanax arborsus Tivefinger
! P. crassifolimm lanceuood
Rhopalostylig sapida nikau palm J
Sophora microphylla kowhai ;
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M;bs colensoi
| arata
’,iénbeckia complex =
;arson?a hetercphylla

Rhipogonmm scandens

Dicot HerbsiApium zustrale
Cardamine sp.

Hydrocotyle moschata
Stellaria parviflors

Monocot Herbs

Carex geminata
Microlaenia avenzcea
M. stipoides
Phormium tenax

Uncinis uncinata

Ferns

Adiantum aethopicum
A< wiridescens
Arthropteris tennela

Kekie

climbing rats

n

pohuehue

native jasmine

supplejack

native celery

bash rice grass

flax
hook grass

maidenhair
14

Jointed ferm

ben and chickens fern

shining spleenwort

sileer tree ferm

black "
filmy fern

n

Pteridium aquilinium var. eseulentvm bracksn

f  Asplenium bulbiferum
A.lucidum
e A.polyodon
e Blechmm capense
.‘ B. filiforme
B. chasbersii
?  Cyathea dealbata
f C. medull=ris
Hymenophyllum demissum
? Lastreopsié glabella
Y L. velutina
? PelTaea rotundifelia
Phymatodes diversifolium
P. scandens
' Palystichum richardii
Pteris mec:ilenta
P P.tremuls
? Pyrrcsin serpens

Approx. 72 species and one hybrid




