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Frovivienal edition
GR/ID
MAKURI GORGE SCENIC RESERVE REF T35 327741-330742
for: yeenery \/Ibm‘h ;/’E serubsrussock vte Vrur"('r!uml ]-fu'z.:m.\' dneinaly !},'l‘“"-".ﬂﬂj)jf" Jrflf.\l’nf ‘prohistony ] warer sipply i
ARER hawye  159.4763
.2 Wo Block VIII Makuri Survey District

Locarian Extending for approximately 5 km on both sides of the Pahiiatua-Akitioe-
Pongarca Road. 24 km SE of Pabiatua by road.

ACCESS Access to the north areas 1 off the above road although there are no trackst STETHS Scenic
Public access is difricult for areas on the south side of Makuari River. RES sub-Ctres
DUTLINE & TOPO  The rescrve comprises the ribbeon of blulfs and steep valley sides for |CONTROL eon

5 km along Makurl Gurge. The reserved strip is continuous apart from one inter-
ruption of farmland at the eustern end, and Pori Reoad, off tha gorge road. At the |GAZETTER 1906/689, 1912/696, 1936, 1919/2612
western end the reserv: extends into the valleys of two tributaries of the Makuri RESFRYED 18Y1; Education Endowment Act

River. There are scattered po scarps here and in the small section nedrest Makuri.

Elsewhere tuwa and light broadleaved bush predominate.
HISTGRY

SURROUNDINGS Surrounded by grazed farmland on higher hillslepes and ridgetops. To

the zast is Makuri township, to the west is an operational limestaone quarey. AR PRGTD 5139 (25, H3z

date 29.9.77.

_ | nezrby town 15 km Pahiatua

nogrest resarve 0.5 km Makuri Township SR

Pahiatuwa-Akitio-Pongarca Road
32 km

GEQLOEY Coguing limestone.

public roed
| 02 {km) i
ALTITUOE miste  120--400

SPM Woathered limestone colluviuwm and alluviwn.
ASPELT North-south

S5 Central yellow-brown earths and related steepland soils: Mahoenui and Pahidtue. AAIN mmnten 1650

fapprux}
DRAIRAEE  very good. AT FERTILiTy Moderaate
v iy < = ] =

RES | ROT MAR KABITATS snd FEATURES %o | ares | netive Jex Bielnis
Q]g Pl : sres | e PLlied) (@ FHE 5
=i ~
NaW; 1. A rempnant of kahikatea-(rimuj-{totara}/tawasbroadleaved species ond Lree fern, almost 12 19.1 |V MiH &

entirely in e section at the eastern end.
Ao
¥V 2. Discontinusus Lawrerewarawa-lancewsad canopy above mixed broadleaved bush, widespread wn 47.7% 76 \/ \/ H| H &L

H gentle to muder y-steep slopes. Ocecasional podocarps. Open, grazed ficor on sSpurs at west

end of reszeyve, WNikau palln  commeon.,
AN 3 Low brocdlocved cover on steep slopes and riverbanks. Lacebark, lancewoud, mahoe, Five-finger,l 19.4 31 \/\/ H| R 5|0

tawa eto.
N v 4. Scrub of koromiko-pate-tutu-Coprosma spp-flax-toetoe etc. mostly alongside roads. - s M) M S|L
Vi 5. Discrete patches of totara amongst the scrub cn steep valley sides at western end of road. 4.4 7 S L:iHS
\,/ v G. Open grazed grassland of exotic grasses and weeds. Ragwort densc. 3.4 5.7 N ‘,/ L|Lis|H
Vi 7 Limestone bluffs with perching flax, teetoe, koromiko and tutu. 2.4 3.3 ./ LiHS
S 8. Groves of tres ferns. Some fmesipteris. 1.4 1.9 JJ Ll His
o J Y. Riversids vegetation of willows, tutu, rushes, Blechnum capenge “"ordinary” and adventive - - \/‘ v’f ‘/ LIHS|L

herbs. Bycamore af township end.
Fave 10, FRoadside vegeration of grarses, sedges and waterweed in drainage ditches. -~ . ASe | wisn
/ [ 5 . . sy
A v/ 13 Rock islands in river with grasses, herbs, masses and lichens. - : - ‘/ ‘/ Ll S

12. Road. 4.4 7.1
15, Stream. 5.1 8.2
100 {159.3 !

CONBITION  Good. Intact canopy and emergents with @ high regeneration rate on more moderate siopes, The sycamore infestation at
the township end is awaiting an eradicavion programme. There are few weeds elsewhere, The western section suffers from stock trespass.

FERCING Adequately fenced where practicable for vhe terrain.

PRIGRITY Low,as long as fencing is maintained in areas other than bluffs.

RATING  2-10

SLIENNIFIC 4 Range of habitats.
sceme & Good scenic views with a sense of widescale forestation when viewed from parts of the road.

2 Few picnic sites are provided and there are no bush walks but development of both would he worthwhile sven though
RECREATION .. ... moest use would be by the small local population.

CONCLUSIONS and RECOMMENDATIONS
The greatest attraction of this reserve is its scenic gualities, with some excellent views frem the road which winds along the
valley surrounded by steep bush-clad hillsides and bluffs. The 160 ha of vegetation provides a diverss habitat range for piota:
riverbed, bluffs and outcrops, gentle gradient fertile wvalley Floors and steep bush-clad slopes. Tawa and light broadleaved
bush is the main cover with patchy podocarp distribution; totara on steep bluffs and vimu and kahikatea on the more fertile low
gradient sites. The vegetation is typical of the bush preserved elsewhere in the hilly region east of the North Walirarapa basin.
The reserve is well fenced where the terrain allows, although the jarge western section has been quite heavily browsed in areas
close to the farmland. Sycamore infestation poses the only major threat to native vegetation at present, as it spreads from the
heavily planted area at tha foot of Makuri township. Total eradication is the only effective solution. It was noted that soil
erosion is prevalent on the slopes below farmland due to increased run-off which is forming rocky slope washes and channels down
to the road in places. Unfortunately there is little one can do to prevent this continuing. The Makuri Gorge Road is used mostly
by local residents, nevertheless, the development of well-positionsd pull-offs and picnic sites with goed views would be well worth-
wiile and would enhance the reserve's value as a scenic amenity.

7 BOUTE . i, e conditions IG 1931

PNATURALNESS S TREND: D deterivrating: 5 sieady: | improving
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REFERENMCES

B 7
i SUMRARY HABITATS / / veg sobstiate | P9 foccess ORGANISMS  INFER  0HSERVED
area % ution 4 e gl (i]”.'-', ¥ reyerisy ” s ” ” t ” ” iﬂ‘.rfﬂfs

165 . WATER/SKORE Ll owpe 57 = )

. talf conifer’ forast/tress @ = adinins 5 = ETR ;S, ol .g higher native plants 114

o kS & el ) /0 fgher nabve plagrs 114
conifer © forast/trees reverre 3 38 N s LN x §' Sy é:‘ _-§ &s/s/. lower plants ! ‘/
beech forast/trees S8/ 888 §/8/5/8/8/2/8] 8/ JfS/§18 exotic glans ;

7.2 &t forsst/trees swifw rogst bush J
serub/shrubs <8m sw/tw beack sxotic plents  sprub J/
tall tussocks/ grassiand sw/lw estuary in native grass V4
short tussocks/grassiand | sw/fw rockpeol
grassignd/grasses fake 120m + highst freshwater plants \/
ssdpalsnd/ sedgas poui/tern lower freshwater plants v Vv

£
rushizndjrushes / epupo river Sm o+ v JI/] ¥ N4
| hertlend/ harbs stresm | nalive mammals v \/
“tussock” hortiand ¢ spring/seepage I J J native birds Vv
1.20 miadwatt/fsrns i1 introduced Birds N4
“moss” fend MAMMALS waterfow! 5.0 v v
brachen ¥ S M intraduced waterfowi v J
caitle J goat groep ? j rabhit reptiles \/ \/
41 exotic grassland * shesp wallghy stoat grovp 1 native/introduced smphibia v v
\[’ sxotic barhisas/wasdisnd | horse 1 cot T1 r3t—porway fw nfrivu fish . vd
azotic scrob/shrubs deer group [ passum l\/ rat—ship t fw introdyced fish v
‘/'{ exotic foroet tress g hare mouse 1 fw invertabrates \/\//
i P terrestriaf invertabrates
intraguced “nalive” cover T rhroughout couniry - assume present unless ‘none’ ticked
tt throughour muck of country - probably present saltwater fife v/
bog/swamp/ pakihi

¢ e OTHER FACTORS IN RESERVE
marsh s/ fw
mudliat sw/fw faccess)  |1o] § M ]adf 118 Mjaa NiLIM|H g

21 bhuffirocks ) . v
biutfs/rocks in bush signaost hut _ ”Mft-ves” y
Py clesr entry loca! ranger planting of namrles y
cave/garge ar S N4 ' exotics 7
. fwd borraw  pit troublesome plants
grevel hakitat/scrae " :
puth mitte J stack in reserve N
duyns/ sand v )
" marked track road nett animal demags \/
fimestons s
- rough track building v
ultrabasics
Jogical site prper road pylen dagree used f
wologice . )
gaolog bost paly v fitter rubbish Vv
. i g no ab¥igus J pipeline heavy rubbish ;/
sraeding gri 9”"" . ne legal sut strip casual cotting v
rare/intpresting asnimals clearing—spot Iagging \/
rare/intarasting plants cleating—extensive \/

o (generals T8 Ml rransiator ste unnatural drainage — wer |/
m.vﬂar{c M" i reserve notice N4 other works unnatural drainage — dry v
Historic ﬁu;ld{ng information notice sccelerated erosion v
prehi "‘”f‘ site plant labels grazing fease v 1opdressing risk v
etmp /midden/pits pichic + water olher [gass
terracas/aarthworks itto + car burnt < 25 years 4
buriai/ tapy N S| M, ?

boating anaatucal noise j Ir-urnr' > 25 years f
isuat poilats \/ fire risk \/ i
93.8 visual polfution ook [

frait conifer:

kahikatea, kauri, matai, miro, rimu, totara

dremaining H tree-sized spp
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Trees and shrubs

Alectryon excelsus
Aristotelia serrata
Beilschmiedia tawa
Brachyglottis repanda
Carpodetus serratus
Coprosma grandifolia
C. rhamncides

C. robusta

C. rotundifelia
Cordyline australis
Coriaria arborea
Dacrydium cupressinum
Elaeocarpus dentatus
Fuchsia excorticata
Geniostema ligustrifolium

Climbers, lianes etc.

Clematis paniculata
Freycinetia baueriana ssp.

Metrosideros colensol var. colensod

M. diffusa
M. perforata

Grasses, rushes and like plants

Carex flagellifera
C. geminata
C. selandri

Hexrbs

Acaens anserinifclia
Astelia fragrans

A. solandri
Australina pusilla
Cardamine sp.

Ferns

Adiantum cunninghamii
Anarthropteris lanceclata
Asplenium bulbiferum

A, flaccidum

A. oblongifolium

A. polyodon

Blechnum sp. {capense agg.)
B. chambersii

B. discolor

B. fluyiatile

B. minus

B. penna-marina
Cyathea medullaris

buddleia
lematis vitalba

blackbird
fantail

NATIVE SPECIES

Griselinia littoralis
Hebe stricta
Hedycarya arborea

Aoheria popudlnes var.lanceolata

Knightia excelsa
Laurelia novae-zelandiae
Leptospermum scoparium
‘Lophomyrtus cheordatum
Macropiper excelsun
Melicytus ramiflorus
Myrsine australis
Nestegis lancgolata
Olearia rani
Paratrophis microphylla
Pennantia corumbosa

Muehlenbeckia australis
Parsonsia capsularis

P. heterophylla
Passiflora tetrandra

Carex virgata
Caortaderia toetoe
Microlaena avenacea

Collospermum hastatu
Earina mucronata
Epilobium pedunculare
Euphrasia cungata

Et

Dicksonia fibrosa ,/
D. squarrosa

Grammitis billardierii
Hymenophyllam bivalve
H. dilatatum

H. ferruginsum

H. Flabsliatum

H. scai
Lastreopsis glal

Leptopteris
Lycopodium billardieri

FPaesia scaber:

E¥OTIC SPECTES

iris
nightshade

BIRDS

greywarbler
kingfisher

i

/

Fittosporum eugenioides
Plagianthus betulinus
Podocarpus dacrydioides
P, spicatus

P, totara

Pseudopanax arboreus

P, crassifolius
Pseudowintera colorata
Rhopalostylis sapida
Schefflera digitata
Solanum aviculare }
Sophora microphylla /f/
Urtica ferox L
Weinmannia racemosda

Ripogonum scandens
Rubus cisscides
R. schmidelioides

Poa anceps
Uncinia uncinata

Hydrocotyle novae-zelandiae
Phormium tenax

Pratia angulata

Stellarie parviflora

Phymatosorus diversifolius
P. scandens
Pneumatopteris pennigera
Polystichum richardii

P. vestitum

Pteridium esculentum
Pteris tremula

Pyrrosia serpens

Rumohra adiantiformis
Pmespteris sp.
Trichomanes colensol

T. venosum

thistle
willow

silvereye
wood pilgeon




